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Bath Socialist Club meets every 
Friday evening in their Hall, 112 
Front St.. Meetings open to all, 
A cordial invitation is’ extended to 
alltocome. The leading Socialist 
papers and magazines.on file. 


Platform of the Socialist Patty of 
Maine, Adopted in Convention 
at Bath, February 24, 1904. 

To THe WorkER BELONGS THE 
Furr, Propuct o* His ror. 

We the socialist party of Maine in 
convention assembled proclaim our 
allegiance to the socialist party of 
America and reaffirm our uncompro- 
mising adherence to the principles 
of International Socialism 
world wide struggle for- industrial 
liberty, equal economic opportunity 
for all, and the abolition of the class 
struggle. 
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The class struggle arises from the 
private ownership of ‘the means of 
production and distribution of the 
things necessary to life and the strug- 


gle grows more intense as the con-, 


rol of theemeans ‘o life passes into 
féwer and fewer hands. 
The two antagonistic” classes are 


, the capitalist class, small in number 
‘but owning the metheds of produt= 


#@0n and distribution fand the great 
working class, those possessing no 
ownership or control of these means 
of life. , 
Lubor creates ail wealth. 

Under the present economic and 
political conditions labors share of 
the wealth produced amounts to only 
a small and precarious, subsistence ; 
while the proportion appropriated 
by the capitalist class permits that 
class to live:in luxury and idleness. 





The greatfear among workingmen | 


today is lack ,of employment; and 


‘this fear increases as the improved 


machinery increases. 

Tomorrow, any man or woman 
may enter the great- permanent army 
of the unemployed and compete at 
famine prices fora chance to exist. 

Underthe present capitalist system 
such a condition is bound to con- 
tinue. 





The Socialist Party alone offers a_ 


remedy for this through the scienti- 
fic organization of society and the 
peoples ownership of the Trusts and 
all the means to life. 

In the conflict between labor and 
capital, labor is disarmed on the 
economic side but free on the politi- 
cal side. 

Labor is disarmed on the econ- 
omic side because the cost of living 
is now controlled by the capitalist 


- 


class and the cost of living is made 


to increase faster than the increase 


‘of wages. 


The Socialist Party is the only 
party of labor (brain and hand) and 
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appeals through the ballot to- thé 
only freedom now remaining to the 
working class. ba 


The entire powers of government ' 


are now in the hands of the capitalist 
class. 
Laws are wilfully broken or rendered 


useless through lack of enforgement. || 
8 rz 2 ,, | handed ‘out the perfectos and _ tossed 


Executives defy the will of the people 
and openly side with capital and 
aganist labor. Judges usurp powers 
by issuing injunctions pees cripple 
labor organizations whilé organized 
capital pursues its defiant way un- 
trammelled. 

For this state of things the Re- 
publican and Democratic Barc are 
alike responsible. 

Both stand for capitalism and 
therefore for wage slavery. The 
a has no choice between them. 

_In Maine there are no effective 
labor laws on the statutes and none 
are permitted to pass. 

Local self government is withheld 
from cities placing them at the mercy 
of a. concentrated capitalist State 
House. | 

Child labor is “badly investigated 
and no remedy is offered for it-or for 


the insufficient wage of the yparent. 


which ferces the.children-to work. 

Old age of the worker is without 
honor and is offered the poor house 
or charity instead of the return of the 


| just portion of the wealth it has creat- 


ed. 


While seeking to abolish these un- ! 


just conditions and looking ,to the 


public ownership of, public utilities 


we offer the following Pa 
IMMEDIATE DEMANDS. 


The reduction of the hours of la- 


bor in proportion to the increased 


facilities of production 
The abolition of child labor. 


Inauguration of a system of pub- 
lic works to abolish the unem- 


2). 


ployed problem. 


4-4 Extension of municipal and 
town potvers to permit the public 
ownership of public utilities. 


The initiative and referendum, 
proportional representation and 
the right of recall 9 “representa: 


tives. 


5- 


State insurance of workingmen 
in case of death or accident. Old 


age pension. This is ‘asked not as” 


‘charity but as justice. 


fod 


7- (a) Equal civil and political 


rights for men and wonien. 


(b) Equal pay for equal work 


performed regardless of sex. 


8. Election day shall be a legal - 


holiday. 


When. capitalists ride in rubber tir: 
ed autos, workingmen auto get tired 
of rubbering. 


- Sociasism Coming in 1908 
But That Does’nt Mean That 
Nothing Can Be Done in 1904 


| 

| ‘Say, Jim, when do you expect.to 

i get. Socialism, anyway?” asked 

' Finnegan of the/station agent as he 

| acouple of matches on the cigar case.\ 

| ‘In 1908,” promptly answered the 

S. A. ; H 

; **Well,” laughingly replied Finne- 

| gan, ‘that’s all right, but 1908 is 

t quite a way off yet. Now, I’m not 

| saying but Socialism is all right.- I 
think it is sure to come, but you ad- 

_mit yourself that 1908.is as so@n’ as 

/ you can- expect to get'it. What are 

: you going to do in the meantime? 

Ware we to sit down and fhake no 

effort to get sonié concessions? You 

| Socialists don’t seem to have any 


| programme except the establishment |’ 


| of the co-operative commonwealth, 
‘while we Democrats are. demanding 
-a lot of reforms that we stand ‘some 
show of getting. You Socialists 
should. have immediate demands.” 

*“We have,” 

Well, I never heard you say any+ 
thing about i What are they??? 

“Our immedi¥e demand is 2 ;000,- 
200 in 1904,” 
This was too much for Finnegan and 
he broke out ina pega fit of laugh- 
ing. 

‘What are you laughing at ? asked 
| the S.A.) with fever a ee 

Ae that joke of yours.” 

‘That’s no joke; 1 can assure you., 
The only immediate demand worth 
working for is Socialist votes.” 

**Suppose you ‘do cast 2,000,000 
votes, what good is’that going to do 
| the working people. You can’t get 
Socialism with 2,000,000 votes. 

‘“*No, that’s so, but ate it ever oc- 
cur to you that there is nothing the 
capitalists are vuite as much afraid 
of as they are of Socialism? Don’t 
everything they do prove it? Would 
they organize the National Manufac- 
turers’ “association and put millions 
of dollars behind it to fight anything 
except Socialism? Didn’t Mark 
Hanna admit that the very existence 
of capitalism depended on the crush- 
ing out of Socialism? Can’t you see 
that the stronger we get—the larger 
voté we cast—the more it forces the 

capitalists to resort to the only weap- 
on they have?” 

“*What is that?” 

‘«Concessions. To stave off Social- 
ism they will grant the workers one 
concession after another—they will | 
do anything but get off our backs. 
Let us but.cast 2,000,000 votes for 
Socialism in 1904 and we'll get all | 
the concession it is possible to get 
without abolishing the damnable sys- 
tem. Better think it over, Finn. If 


votes for Socialism - 
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DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING AKAN 
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PRICE 1 CENT 


it’s immediate demands you’re after, 
vote for Socialism,” 
‘And quit throwing away your 
vote,” chipped in thé blacksmith. 
Finnegan scratched his head and 
passed the cheroots.—T’. N. Richard- 
son in Coming Nation. 
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It you receive a Sample Copy of 
‘this paper and it excites your inter- 
est, you can learn more about So- 
cialism by subscribing for the Maine 
res the people’s paper. 
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PROSPERITY. 
They raised his salary two years ago 
; last May, 
The as increase amounting to thirty 
cents a day ; 
since then they raised the prices ~ 
Of carrots and of beets, “— 
Of flour and of meat, 
| Of corn and coal and fruits, « 
~ Of babies’ little boots, 
_ OF potatoes, milk and cheese, 
|. Of the product of the bees, 
at sided Of hats and socks and coats, 
Of all that sinks or floats. 
He’s paying out the money | that 
saved before the raise, 
But prosperity’s upon us, and_ his. 
hearts i is full of praise. 
—Chicago Post. 
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BREMEN, March 
‘*Weser Zeitung’ says the Germang 
steel trust is about to begin negotia- 
tions with the American and British 
companies towards a delimitation of 
their respective spheres of interest in 
the world’s markets. 

It is understood that a world-shar- 
ing treaty of this sort already: exists 
between the Standard Oil Company 
and the Russian oil trust. 


15.—The 


Boston, March 14.—At a meeting 
of the striking book and job printers 
Sunday the settlement of the strike” 
arranged by union officials Thursday 
was ratified, and today those who left 
work seven weeks ago applied indiv- 
idually for their former positions. At 
the present time 250 menand women 
are out, and of this number probably 
not more than fhalf get their old 
places. bagk 


BRAINTREE, Mass., ‘Mar.. 15. 
—In the town election here last Mon- 
day the Socialist Party cast a larger 
vote than ever before. George E. 
Woodworth. our candidate for Aud- 
itor, received 345 votes, or more than 
30 per cent, of the total ‘vote cast. 
Republicans and» Democrats 
nominated a joint ticket in ‘citizens 
caucus.” ) 


t 
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EDITORIAL 


A large number of towns and 
‘cities throughout the state are: wake- 
ing up and getting control of their 
water works systems. A great! many 
people have the idea that if a city or 
town are near their debt limit that 
they cannot take over these systems. 
To illustrate—A number of citizens 
, or.the whole town unite and form a 
water Commission, and are incorpo- 
rated the same as any stock company, 
and then they issue their bonds and 
dispose of them, and take over the 
water system by paying the price 
asked or a price agreed upon by ap- 
/praisal: thus it is not really the town 
that is bonded but the property of 
the so called Water Commission or 
the tax payers themselves, who 
secure the bonds. 

The city hall of Augusta was built 
in the same manner, and the city is 

* paying something like $2,500, a year 
towards the payment. 

We understand in every case these 
commissions have resulted in cheap- 
er rates for the water takers, and no 
extra burden for the taxpayers. La- 
boring men think it over and take the 
water cure and it will lead you to 
Socialism, which is the only remedy 
that will get the parisites off our 
backs. 


We were pleased to have with us 
at the Socialist Hall last Friday Mr. 
R. C. McCrea, professor of political 
economy at Bowdoin college and 
Rey. J. E. Newton who is taking a 
special course at Bowdoin. Mr. 
Newton gave an interesting talk in 
regards to the church and its relation 
to Socialism and Mr. McCrea, an- 
swered questions put to him by differ- 
ent members, which showed that he 
was conversant on the different sub- 
jects and it was enjoyed by all pre- 
sent, and we trust they will again 
visit us in the near future. 


Our subsciption cards are still 
coming. Have you sent in for any? 
Ten for $2. 50 or we will send them 


Tae 


| and pay. for them after you have 
disposed of them. / 


The first injunction ever served 
against labor in the State of Maine 
was served onthe Iron Moulders 
Union of Biddford. It was a dis- 
grace to the state and alsoto the 
judge who issued it. Maine thus 
far has been free from such capital- 
istic dirty work; but the labor men 
all over the state can see what is 
coming and their only hope is to 
unite under the banner of Socialism. 

We have received quite a number 
of orders for the last number, con- 
taining Comrades MclIntosh’s and 
Cushman’s articles. We still have 
a few left. 


Workingmen it should not take 
you long to see who are your friends 
in the great struggle for existance. 


| There are so many Socialist papers 
springing|up thatthe American Press 
Association are intending getting out 
a plate service under jthe charge of 
the following Editorial committee: 
Peter E. Burrows, G. H. Strobel 
and Margaret Moore Goebel. Under 
the charge of these well known writ- 
ers, the service cannot but help being 
a success. 


Mrs. John H. Howard, widow of 
a police sergeant, testitied before the 
committee of aldermen investigating 
municipal ‘‘graft”? that she paid 
$1300 to secure what she is _ entitled 
to under the law—a pension of $50 
a month. This ey, she testified, 
was paid direct to John H. Lee, an 
attorney. Mrs. Howard testified 
that Mrs. John Walsh, widow of a 


police officer, had paid $700 to get 


on the police pension roll. 


A milk trust has been organized 
in Chicago with a capitalization of 
$4,000,000, which will control the 
milk business of the windy city. 
They will keep the milkproducing 
farmers on short rations by reason 
of low prices and then pull the con- 
sumer’s leg to the full limit. But 
it will learn both alesson in the value 
of the people owning the trusts. 


This is very tough,” soliloquized 
the donkey, as he tearfully regarded 
the big stalk of corn with its golden 
ears of grain just on the other side of 
the fence. ‘I plowed ‘the field, 
cultivated the corn and hauled the 
lumber to build the fence.” And the 
donkey commenced ‘to kick himself: 

A philosopher passed that way. 
he inquired of the donkey why he 
kicked himself. On being told, the 
philosopher said, ‘*Kick down the 
fence.” 

One thing that God in infinite 
wisdom didn’t give the capitalists is 
the votes of the working class. That 
they get them is due wholly to the 
infinite stupidity of the givers, —Erig 

| People. 


Send ina trial subscription, 10 


weeks for ro cents. 
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Infamous Scheme 


Los Angeles Labor Fighters 
Happy at Conditions 
Workmen Brought From All Parts 
of the United States Learn That 
They Are to be Used to Fight 


Unoins 


One of the most infamous schemes 
ever laid by unscrupulous employers 
has been uncovered at Los Angeles, 
Cal. The Citizens’ Alliance is the 
father and prime moyer of the plan 


‘to flood Southern California with un- 


ion/men and non-union workmen and 
then starve the idle workmen into 
submission. Thenotorious Los An- 
geles Times uncovers the ‘‘job” by 
editorially gloating over the fact that 
‘the Citizen’s Alliance has found a 
way to beat organized workmen.” 
It may interest the readers of the 
MAINE SOCIALIST to read the fol- 
lowing paragraph from the Times: 

‘‘There are at the present time in 
Los Angeles ten men for every job. 
This condition has been bremght 
about by various employers import- 
ing from the East mento take the 
places of union agitators at every op- 
portunity. So far as Southern Cal- 
ifornia is concerned, the Citizens’ 
Alliance has solved the union pro- 
blem. The way to fight the unions 
is to have plenty of non-union help 
ready to step in. What has been 
done in this section of the countLy 
can be done elsewhere. Unionism 
will be wiped from the face of the 
earth.” 

Every fair-minded, / law-abiding 
citizen must read the above lines 
with regret to know that human _be- 
ings should sink so low asto gloat 
over the sufiering of fellow-men. 
Tactics of this kind will not win 
friends for the Citizens’ AJliance, but 
will make friends for suffering work- 
ingmen.—Ex. 


Ohio Legislature defeated the bill 
to require patent medicines to bear 
labels stating the ingredients. Power- 
ful lobbies were used to defeat the 
measure. Medicine companies don’t 
dare tell the people who they are dup- 
ing what the medicine contains. 
They are after profit, and don’t ‘give 
a continental what they give the 
people. 


A member of the Chamber of 
Deputies has been elected in Ar- 
gentine Republic. This is the first 
one to be elected in South America, 
tis said. The Socialists of Argen- 
tine seem to have a good healthy 
movement and from a perusal of 
their organ they appear to be mak- 
ing great progress. 

There are 2,000,000 voters who 
belong to some labor union, 
and they vote the same tickets as 
their masters and then strike against 
their masters. Any man who votes 
for capitalism has no moral right to 
strike or complain of the conditions 
under which he works. 


How will it use its weapon. 


INJUNCTION 
Against the Molders’ Un- 
ion of Biddeford 


Judge Strout of Portland Irs. 
granted an injunction restraining the 
Molders Union of Biddeford from 
trying to explain to the men whon» 
the Capitalists had persuaded to take 
the jobs that the union men_ had left 
why those jobs had been left and 
fromexplaming to them the true 
Situation. Labor must ever remain 
silent. If it cry out in its misery 
against its oppressi rs. The 
pressors obtain injunctions aud their 
cry is stilled. 

The true history of the Strike and 
jts cause is set forth by a prominent 
Labor man of Biddeford thus when 
asked if it is true that Labor Unions 
are in the habit of violating their 
agreement. 

He says: Asa trade unionist myself 
for the past 18 yearsI have never seen 
or heard of any Union or Unions vio- 
lating any agreement o1 promise 
made to any corporatton or individual 
employer but I can quote youofa 
Corporation breaking its promise or 
agreement. The Saco PetteeC o manu- 
gacturers of cotton machinery has en- 
ered with the Molders Union No. 
288 of Biddeford unagreement for one 
year witha Minimum and Maximum 
for day work wage, the agre. .ent 
was entered upon_last August. “On 
the 4th of Feb. the men were laid off 
for an indefinate length of time, on 
the 15th the company notified their ~ 
men to come to work, upon their ge- 
turn they weretold by the manage- 
ment the conditions they were tu start 
on working. The management in- 
troduced piece work. The men re- 
fused to abide by the bosses offer. On 
the “Union’s refusal the men were 
locked out. In said agreement there 
was a , clause in case either party de- 
sires to make any alteration in said 
agreement they should notify one 
another for Thirty days. 

The Corporation hasrviolated also, 
this clause. | 

Workingmen tle struggle for 
existance is ever going on. It isa 
struggle between the master and the 
slave. Between Capital on one side 
and Labor on the other. Capital 
with the Executive, Legislative and 
the Judiciary at its beck and _ call, 
and these reinforced by the millitury. 
While Labor has only the BALLOT. 
Will 
it use it as it hasin the past to keep 
its master im power. or will. it use 
it to free itself. Men when you vote 
‘the Republican or Democrats 
Ticket you vote for injunctions. Gatl- 
ing Guns and oppression. When 
you Vote the Socialist ticket you vote 
for freedom. The right to work and 
right to what you produce. 


Op= 


We shall print up 5.000 copies of 
the State Socialist Platform and Im- 
mediate Demands ina four page fold- 
er, at $2.25 per 1,000 copies, or 35¢ 
per 100. ~ 





The Need of the People 


By Ella Wheeler Wilcox in New York Journal 


Oh; ye meu who prate of college, 
And of books as doors to hope, 

Go and gain the living knowledge 
Where the toiling people grope. 

Like the plants in shadowy places, 
They are needing sun to bloom— 

They are hungering for life’s graces, 
They are wanting light and room. 


Give them something more of pleasure 
Than ten million dollar tomes; 
Give them work and give them leisure, 
Give them clubs and give them homes. 
Open wide the door of beauty 
And invite the people in— 
And you’ll find the paths of duty 
Better filled than paths of sin, 


Oh, I cannot sit debating 
On the issue of a creed, 
With the mighty work that’s waiting 
And the world’s tremendous need, 
Ana the cold and costly steeple 
Brings no pennies from my purse, 
While the people, people, people 
Groan beneath oppression’s curse. 


True reform has one beginning— 
The right hand of protherhood, 
Would you help me out of sinning; 
Would you lead them into good? 
Would you teach that Christ has risen? 
Prove it by your deeds of worth, 
If yeu want to close the prison. 
Beautify the homes of earth. 


While the tenements are reeking 
With the striving, toiling poor 
Do not send your churchmen seeking 
Help for Heathens to my door. 
Let them go where sin carouses, 
Out where Secthing sweatshops Stand; 
et them'see the slaughter houses 
Of the children of our land. 


Socialists'in Seattle, Wash., cast 
dtp votes for Mayor as against 312 
i tyo2. V tes had, therefore, more 
tian doubled in the two years. The 
1902 was 
313. Valle ds vearit was 517, al- 
nus. double in two years 


tota councilmanie vote in 


When an old party politician talks - 


of the United 
States he is really talking about the 
interests of the capitalist. class. 
Whenever a capitalist newspaper re- 
. fers to some proposed measure and 
Sis, ‘‘the public” won’t — stand 
for it, they mean the property class 
won’t stand for it. The work ing 
class is not included in the capitalist 
} Oliticians ‘*public” 


about the interests 


oe 


A Warning to Slaves 


The following is taken from Life. 
anda careful reading of which should 
induce all Socialists to be industrious 
'(?), saving (?), thrifty Gule 

‘This is the season when the 
tramps who have been ‘working’ the 
Northern country either flock to the 
cities or to warmer latitudes. Thoes 
who go South will find hard pickings 
this winter. All the Southern States 
have pretty stringent vagrancy laws, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama having brand-new ones. 
Though these were passed. with the 
idle and vicious negro in mind, they 
can be applied just as well to the 
white tramp, and henceforth they 
will be. 

‘Texas has shown such a disposi- 
tion to deal rigorously with the 
tramps that next-door neighbor, 
Louisiana, is afraid of being invaded 
by those who are turned away from 
Texas, and will herself put up the 
bars. 


THE MAINE 


‘‘From Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska 
and Minnesota come reports of the 
dangerous activity of the criminal 
tramps or *Yeggmen.’ The country 
bankers and merchants of that section 
are Organizing for protection, and 
are planning to import a force of de- 
tectives to follow up the bank robber- 
ies. The safes in country banks sel- 
dom have time locks and are not 
usually of the most substantial type.” 

While The Socialist realizes that 
some of the wealth which the slave 
has created may be represented . by 
the money and other evidences of 
debt found in these country safes, yet 
he could not putter away his time in 
efforts to secure this wealth, but his 
idea is to go to the source of exploit- 
ation, and put an end to such robbery 
by vesting the title to the means of 
wealth production and distribution in 
society, so that all who are desirous 
of posgessing the comforts and luxu- 
ries of life may do so by rendering 
service therefor. 

It will not then be necessary to 
lock up ill-gotten wealth in unsafe 
safes. —The Socialist 


The Marquis of Hannasburg 


Mr. Editor: 

I read your paper with great pleas- 
ure. : 

I am well pleased with the fearless 
way in which you handle economics. 

In the last paper I received, I saiw 
afew lines commenting -upon the 
death ot Ohio’s departed nobleman, 
the Marquis of, Hannasburg. Poor 
Mark! I wonder if St. Peter will say 
give him back his three cents and let 
him go to hell? 

The Marquis was quoted to me to- 
day as saying that ‘Socialism would 
do away withall the money. Yes, ac- 
tually burn it all up. Now some of 
the slaves would not haye a very big 
fire, would they? 

And when I talk with this kind of 
slave I always think of a force pump 
and a tank of brains. 

Ithink we come from the lower 
animals. 

I am not dead sure of it, but think 
SO. 

When’ I first read about it I didn’t 
like it. But after thinking it all over 
I came to the conclusion that I liked 
that doctrine. I became convince d 
in spite of myself. I read about rudi- 
mentary bones and muscles. I was 


told that everybody had rudimentary | 
muscles extending from the ear into | 


22x38 inch Turkish Towel, 
BCA si ik oe 


the cheek. I asked. ‘*What are they ?” 
Iwas told, **They are the muscles 
with which your ancestors used to 


{ 





flap their ears,” and when I try ‘to | 


explain Socialism to some of the sla- 


| ves I wonder how they ever became 


rudimentary. 


JUST ASLAVE ANDI KNOW | 


EE. 
——The Socialist. 
Send ina trial subscription, ro 
weeks for to cents. 


SO CTALEST 


Wasted rages 


There are today 7,000,000. work. 
ers inthis country employed in un- 
productive or wasteful employments. 
If these should be added, as the So- 
cialists propose, to the real producers 
of wealth, the hours of labor might 
be cut over half, but if the labor 
could be utilized-in supplying the 
wants of the nation in conjunction 
with the splendid machinery of mod- 
ern wealth production in an orderly, 
systematic manner and each worker 
received the results of his labora 
workday of five hours for 250 days 
each year would produce more of the 
comforts of life than the present pur- 
chasing value of a $3,000 yearly sal- 
ary. 

But among the productive employ- 
ments admitted here we retain many 
that are based upon our present cor- 


rupt tastes and conditions. With the | 


soul of competition dead, how simple 
free and beautiful could become the 
Hives of the workers. 


a 


‘“*They wanted a cheap asbestos 
curtain and they got it,” inadvertently 
said a clerk at the establishment with 


which the Iroquois lhaatre manage-_, 


ment did business. 


Yes. And the American people | 
want a profit-grabbing, death-dealing | 


system of industry and they get it. 


People usually get whatever they | 
want. When workingmen want So- | 


Cialism they gyill get it.—Boswell’s 
Nuggets. 





| their mouths. 


Chicago, March 20,— The Mach- 
nists’ Union and its members have 
been sued for damages to the tune of 
$200,000 by the Bates Machine Com- 
pany of Joliet, which has also gotian 
injunction against the union, forbid- 
ding it to interfere in any way. with 
the company’s business. The com- 
pany alleges that its business has suf- 
feredto the extent of $200,000 from a 
prolonged strike of the machinists. 


Do not cheat yourself into thinking 
that all the finery you can wear is so 
much put into the hungry mouths of 
those beneath you. It is not so.. It is 
what you yourselves, whether* you 
will or no, must some time feel it to 


be ; it is what those who stand shiver- 
ingin the streets, forming a line to 
watch you as you step out of your 
carriages, know it to be-those fine 


dresses do not mean that so much 
has been put into their mouths, but 


that so much has been taken out of 
—John Ruskin 


Law and order means law for the 
workers at the order of the shirkers 








Comrades 

Send in your Printing. 
We do good work and 
do it reasonable. Write 


for estimates on any 
Job. 


Maine Socialist Pub. Co. 
Piiiee «hoo oun 








SEE OUR GREAT 
BARGAIN 
IN TOWELS! 


Mills. 
sale... .. 


24x00 inch Turkish Towel, 


heavy... .. 


22x36 inch Towel, made by the Dana 


A regular 15c towel, this 


-.---10¢. 


extra 
.25c 


extra 
Uae: [57 e 


Full Line of Cotton and Linen Crash 


at 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; 


and 12 1-2 cents 


MAYERS & REED’S 


180 FRONT STREET 





THE MAINE 


Soc ares 


See a ra a ee ee Si es et 


THE COAL STRIKES 


We have long been accustomed to 
hear of strikes and the workingman’s 
struggle to improye his condition has 


become a matter of daily occurrence; . 


but more than any of its forerunners 
except, perhaps, the’strike of 150,000 
anthracite miners’ in Pennsylvania 
in 1902, the present miners’ strike 
in,Colorado, to secure an eight hour 
day and better conditions, is forcing 
itself upon the world’s attention. As 


mos people are essentially selfish, 


the average citizen cares little for the | 


weltare of his fellows until he him- 
self is pinched. 
Therefore, strikes affecting limited 


areas and numbers have until recent-! 


ly excited little or nocomment among 
outsiders. Only the far-seeing few 
have noticed the irresistable tendency 
of labor troubles to become’ chronic. 
The strike of the C. P. R. trackmen 
in 1902, raised little excitement; but 
had all the other railway employes 
left work at the same time the public 
would have been forced to do alot of 
thinking in a short time. During the 
winter following the Anthracite strike 


the masses of the U. S: A. and Can- ° 


ada thought on economic problems as 
never before. And had the soft-coal 
miners stopped work in sympathy 
With their striking brethren, some- 
thing more might -have respiticd from 
the great str uggle. . 

The result of the Anthracite striiee 
did not benefit the workers in the least 
They are as bad off now as ever. 
And the outlook for our Colorado 
brethren is far from promising. 

A «stern condition confronts us. 
What isthe remedy?. What. settle- 
ment can be affected that will be sat- 
istactory both to the miners and the 
coal consuming public? Under the 
present system of private ownership 
ofthe mines no settlement canbe made 
to benefit’ eitherthe laborers orcon- 
sumers. If the operators win this 
struggle the miners, after losing 

ionths of work, must return to their 
bene state and the price of coal 
will be maintained at the highest pric- 
es, regardless of the buyers’ interests 
If the, strikers succeed in obtaining 
the recognition of their union, togeth- 
er with an increase of pay, what 
will they have really gained. The ope- 
rators and merchants. will confiscate 
" the increase in wages by increasing 
the rent of the tenement houses and 
the price of goods in the stores, 
What the mine owners cannot make 
“up inthis way they will regain by 
increasing the price of coal for con-. 
sumers. So, the worker gains noth- 
ing, but in a short time will have to 
strike again while the consumer is 


fleeced as before, and the operators: ' 


profits daily increase. Such must be 
the result of any settlement that does 
not change the ownership of the mines 

What is happening to-day in Colo- 
rado may happen to-morrow in 
Pennsylvania. What to-day is Amer- 
ica’s condition may to-morrow be that 
of Europe. What should we do 
now if all miners were on strike? The 





wood-dealers would not help us much 

To insure a decent living’ for the 
miners and the abolition of the ever- 
increasing volume of child-labor 
the mines, while supplying the public 
with fuel at reasonable rates, the gov- 
ernments of coal-bearing districts 


‘in 


/'must step in and exercise their right 
of Eminent domain. Their right is, 


‘*That superior dominion of the sov- 
ereign power over all the property 
within the state, including that pre- 


viously granted by itself, which au- 
‘‘thorizes it to appropriate any part 


thereof to a necessary public use, rea- 


| sonable compensation being made.” 


A\s far as compensation is concerned 
after the companies’should pay dam- 
ages for the suffering caused by them 


| the balance coming tothem would not 


be worth mentioning. 

Only by Public ownership of the 
mines can the rights of all citizens be 
properly garded. The same argument 
applies to all industries. The . public 
interest is always greater than that of 


any private individual or corporation | 


-The ownership of what can be priv- 
ately used and enjoyed without af- 
fecting the rights of others is'of no 
concern to the public. But all proper. 


| ty that must be used by the public 


| 


‘run amuck among the trusts. 


should be owned and operated by the 


public. For the struggling, sinking 
middle class, as well as for the land- 
less toolless proletariat, there is no 
economic and political salvation ex- 
cept under the banner of the Co-ope- 

rative Commonwea 

HENRX HARVE 
args Hil, N. B. 
March 21, 1904. 


By STUART. 


The Philadelphia book aad job 
printers have secured an increase of 
$a week beginning January 1. and 
on October rt another $1 is to be 
given them. & # 


‘ Weekly “wages in’ the — textile 
trade in England average from $6.50 
to $9 per week; in France, $3 and 
3-50. English hours are fifty-four to 
fifty-six; French over sixty. 


Associations of New. 
York and Pennsy Ivania have met 
‘and while in. session adopted com- 
mendatory resolutions towards 
President Roosevelt, dubbing him 
“the father of the open shop.” 
What a jar this will be to the union- 
ist ‘who thinks that ‘‘strenuous Teddy 
is allthat’a simonpure could wish for. 


Builders’ 


Send in a trial subscription, 10. 


weere for 10 cents. 


» The Government is not going to 
We 
didn’t expect you would Mr. Knox. 
The Socialist refuse to be decieved. 


| The Capitalistic forces which control 


the government cannot be expected 
to interfear with their own interests. 
The Trusts may squeese the common 
people all they wish. They are not 
cfiminal unless they interfear with 








other Trusts. 
step in. 

What difference does it make to 
the farmer whether asmall Skunk 
eats his corn or a large one. 

What difference whether labor is 
exploited by large Capital (Trust) or 
a small Capital. 

Socialists believe that no man_ has 
a right to exploit his neighbor. 

Teddy believes in the rightof one 
man to exploit another. 

Billy Hearst believe in the right 


Then Mr. Knox will 


of one man to exploit another. 


Every Republican in Bath believes 
in the right of one man to exploit 
another. : 

Every Democrat in Bath» believes 
in the right of one man toy exploit 
another. 

Every Socialist in the world be- 
lieves it is wrong for one man to ‘ex- 
ploit another. 

e 


F Paes Willard 


Convincing Reasons Which Made 
Her a Socialist 


Toward the End of Her Noble Life She 
Saw That the Profit System Was the. 
Greatest Foe to the ghisgiee of Tem 
perance. 

In an address at Baffalo in 1897 
before the national convention of the 
Woman’s Christian “Temperance 
union, of which she was the: presi- 
dent, Frances Willard said: 

‘‘Look about you. The products 
of labor are on every hand. You 
could not maintain for a 
well ordered “life without them. 
Every object in your room has in it 
for discerning eyes the mark of 
ingenious tools aud the pressure of 
labor’s But 
cruelest injustice for the wealthy, 
whose lives are surrounded and 
embellished by labor’s work, to have 
a superabundance of the money which 
represents the aggregate of labor in 
any country, while the laborer him- 
self is kept so steady at work that he 
has no time to acquire the education 
and refinements of life that would 
make him and his family agreeable. 


hands. ° is it not the 


companions to the rich and cultured? 


‘*The reason why I am a Socialist 
comes in just here. I would take, 
not by force, but by the slow process 
of lawfull acquisition through better 
legislation as the outcome of a wiser 
ballot in the hands of men and women 
the entire plant that we call civiliz- 
ation, all that has been achieved on 
this cgntinent in the 4oo years since 
Columbus wended his way_ hither, 
and make it the common property 
of all the people requiring all - to 
work enough with their hands to give 
them the finest physical development, 
but not to become burdensome in any 
case, and permitting all to share alike 
the advantages of education and 
refinement. I. believe this to be 
perfectly practicable; indeed, that 


any other method is simply a relic of 


barbarism. 
‘I believe that competition is 


| the promised 





moment a } 





doomed. The trusts, 
object is to abolish competition, have 
proved that we are better without 
than with it, and the moment cor- 
porations control the supply of any 
product they corfbine. What the 
Socialist desires is that the corpor- 
ation of humanity should control all 
production. -Beloved comrades, this 
is the frictionless way. It is the 
higher way. It eliminatesthe mot- 
ives for a selfish life. It enacts our 
everyday living the ethics of Christ’s 
gospel. Nothing else will do it; 
nothing else cau bring the glad day 
of universal brotherhood. 

**Oh, that I were young again, and 
it would have my life! It is God’s 
way out of the wilderness and into 
It is the very 
Pris 


whose single 


land. 
marrow of Christ’s gospel. 
Christianity applied.” 

As Miss Willard learned, «so all 
Socialists have learned that the liquor 
traffic is part of the vast system of 


capitalism that is winding us in: its 


coils. “Private capital,e heavily in- 


yested in the manufacture and sale 


| of intoxicants, is strongly interested 


in the extension of thetraffic and their 
use. : 
Great stock companies, gradually 
become fewer and larger, parcel out 
the country between them. | They 
lease or own buildings, supply the 
fixtures and license of the retail sa- 
loon, the ostensible owner being their 


agent. The best business talent that 


- money can btiyis placed in charge of 


these corporations as__ president.and 
board of directors. , Capitalists. in- 
vest their':money as in any other 
thing, complacently receive divid- 
ends and demand their continuance. 
The traffic 1s a modern business ma- 
chinef controlling as a means of its 
perpetuity licensing boards, legisla- 
tures and the police pgwer. It is be- 
cause of the vast capitalistic interests 
at stake that the traffic conduces. to 
political immorality,which other in- 
terests with schemes to work out 
quickly take advantage of. 

It is necessary for those who desire 
the destruction of the drink evil, who 
are intelligent enough to understand 
and deplore the evils of the: present 
system, to join hands with those who 
desire to replace private capitalism 
by the public ownership and opera- 
tion of all means of production and 
distribution. That isthe only aim. 
of the Socialists inthis country. It 
is the only aim of the 3,000,000 So- 
cialists of Germany,, 1,700,000 of 
France, 1,000,000 of England and 
the 800,000 of Belgium; also those 
of Spain, Austria and all the rest of 
the world, including the 400,000 in 
the United States. 


DOW’S CAFE 


Eat While Veu Wait 


| Full Bill of Fare 


THE QUICK LUNCH 
Front Street, Opp. Elm, Bath 





